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Notes to the Performers

The title tok is in tribute to one of my personal favorite composers,
Béla Bartok. While the piece is not intended to imitate the style of
Bartdk, his influence certainly exists at some level in each of my
works.

The first movement, “Song,” is inspired by Bartdk’s use of folk music
in his works. This piece is derived from my own “folk” music: a
work for SATB choir entitled “If Only.”

The second movement is a complimentary “Dance,” maintaining
a folk-esque style. Two special techniques are employed in this
movement that should be explained.

1.
Each instrument has sections of strumming and fast pizzicato.
These passages can be played in traditional position or with the
instrument held like a quitar (vin and vla). The performer may
wish to play with a pick for the strummed chords in order to
better project these ideas. The choice is left to the performer.

2.
In measure 60, the violinist encounters the first of three
instances in which he/she is asked to play a bowed glissando.
The player should slowly gliss down from “C” over the first
three eighth notes of the bar until reaching “"B” on the fourth
eighth note. This passage occurs three times throughout
the movement.

Above all, play with enthusiasm and enjoy the piece!
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