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Jutroduction

Ah, the concerto—the musical form that is at once thrilling, edgy, sentimental, breathtaking and
romantic. It’s the arena for virtuosos, where the audience gathers like spectators at the Colosseum
to watch the lonely instrumentalist vie against the orchestra. We shudder with delight; something
about his struggle strikes a chord deep within us—the tonal onslaught pummels him, yet he soars
above, he triumphs.

My first taste of the concerto was none other than the Father of the Concerto, Antonio Vivaldi. The
voice of the solo instrument weaving in and out of those in tutti resonated with my soul, as it still
does to this day. My palate expanded after Vivaldi to meclude Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven, then
gradually advanced to later composers, where the artform of the concerto had been developed to
rival that of the symphony in grandeur and complexity. 1t is this kind of concerto | love the most.

But sadly, those great composers overlooked the viola in favor of the violin, cello and piano, thus
rendering the repertoire of grand viola concerti nearly empty. Certainly there are a number of
wonderful orchestral pieces featuring the solo viola, but precious few have that rich, romantic flavor
of the late 19" and early 20™ century composers. The violist must either go Baroque or try his hand
at the unconventionality of modern classical music.

The work in your hands is a proposed resolution to that problem.

I realize this seems very pretentious of me, and I am by no means proclaiming this concerto an equal
of, say, the Sibelius violin concerto. What I am offering is a modern concerto for viola and
orchestra written in the style of the late Romantics. I dedicate this work to violists everywhere,
across time and space, whose chances in the limelight have been displaced by their violinist and
cellist colleagues.

Before I leave you, I think a line or two regarding the title of the work is fitting. Yfirsést is Icelandic,
an ancient tongue spoken by a remarkable people who have thrived on an oft-forgotten island in
the North Atlantic. The meaning of the word is simply, “overlooked, fail to be noticed.” It’s a word

that effortlessly describes centuries of invisible violists.

May this piece bring you the notice and admiration you deserve.

Dordad Eraneal

Jordan L Brazeal, composer and violist
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