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INSTRUMENTATION /| MODE

Movement I is Composed in the Key of € Major/Bb Minor.Movement II is Composed in the Key of Ab Major/F-Miror

Standard Symphony Orchestra Instrumentation to be used.
Baroque/Chamber Orchestra Instrumentation is ok with this piece, where full symphony group
is not available.

(Ensure a minimum of the head-count below):

[WoodWinds]

Flutes 1 & 2 (Played in Unison with Divisi parts throughout) [4]
Oboes 1 & 2 (Played in Unison with Divisi parts throughout) [4]
Bb Clarinet [3], doubled with Bb Bass Clarinet [1]
Bassoons 1 & 2 (Played in Unison with Divisi parts throughout) [4]

[Brass]

Horn in F 1 & 3 (Played in Unison) [2]
Horn in F 2 & 4 (Played in Unison) [2]
Bb Trumpets 1 & 2 [4]
Trombone (Bass Clef) [2]

Tuba [1]

[Percussionists: 4-5 players required]
Timpani (set of 4 [5 if available])
Glockenspiel (may be better for
some ensembles to use 2 in unison)
Chimes/Bells
Concert Bass Drum
Sus. Cymbal
Wood Blocks (2 Pitches)

[Grand Piano - 1 Pianist Required]

[Strings]
Violins 1 & 2 (Played in Unison with Divisi parts throughout) [12]
Violas [4]
Cellos [3]
Contrabasses [1-2]

AUTHOR'S NOTES:

"The Long, Arctic Midnight” believe me or not, was written in the beginning as, simply, a challenge of sorts,
for myself, having never composed using 11/8 time signature in the past. There is no specific ensemble that was
meant to play this piece. This has been a personal project of mine, just to see what I was capable of.

Previously, I was a trumpeter for the Benedict College of Columbia, SC's Wind, Brass, and Jazz ensembles.
At the time, I was pursuing a Bachelor's for music performance & theory, emphasizing trumpet performance.
I have had no professional training in composition of music, and relied only on my skills as an autodidact composer,
and my abilities to read & comprehend musical scores which I'd gained over-time while working with various musicians.

The Inspiration for this work was derived from my personal love of the northern hemisphere's landscapes, and the beauty of
the aurora borealus phenomenon that occurs during the Fall/Winter seasons in Alaska, and Yukon Tundra. It's always been a
dream of mine to one day travel there and experience it myself, but my younger age, and lack of career excellence has prevented
this from becoming a reality. I wanted to capture the ominous nature of the long term darkness, and the tension it would bring
during the 60 day winter night that occurs in parts of the Yukon and the Alaskan state. Or, rather, what I'd imagine it to feel like.

There are sections within the piece that use the played chords in a way that creates dissonance, and resolution, in a way
that represents the unknown of the moonlit, frozen wilderness of the arctic winter solstice. These areas should be played following
the dynamic volumes closely, with balancing adjustments made, as needed, according to the theatre of performance, and the
exclusive needs within the ensemble performing the piece.
Most importantly, expressiveness is a required aspect, where indicated. Soloists should be well versed and skilled in their
tonality and their aility to play with emotional timbres. As always, feel free to make adjustments where it seems fitting to do so.
Music is meant to be loved and enjoyed. So, love on this piece as you would a piece of your own!

Lastly, the enjoyment of performing this piece is mandatory. :)

Have Fun!

- Kyle Hilton // Autodidact Composer (2024)
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