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- N O TE S - Not a bad start to a major work! To keep it simple, I

am compiling my comments into a page or two for simplicity. It was my goal to treat this work with
an outside opinion of the same caliber I would with my peers.

You have put a wonderful sense of energy in this work. The biggest critique of the work is
that it feels ineffective, and that it feels too vertical; like it is made of a bunch of “blocks” that were

thrown together to be a piece:

INTRO [ NEWTHING [ NEWTHING __ INTRO PT.2

Before getting to this point, I wish to focus our attention and format these comments into two
main points going forward: Engraving and Music.

With engraving, you can see the bulk of my comments on the literal score from the previous
pages. To reiterate only some, be careful of how you notate multiple notes in the strings. If you write
“chords” in the string family, you must notate Double Stops (To play multiple strings at the same
time) or Divisi (Two or more players separate and play a single note respectively). If you do not
specify, most of time, they will assume double stops. To add, be careful writing slur markings in the
string family as a slur to a string player means ONE bow stroke. If you write a long slur with
multiple notes, it will equal a single bow motion for all notes. Now, a string player is smart enough to
know when and how to bow, however, be careful as you may write something and a performer will
just ignore your instructions to do something better. (or they will just do that by default).

With more engraving, be careful with your use of double bar lines. It did not make too much
sense to see double bar lines for every time signature change. To performers, double bar lines are
quite heavy and will imply a sense of pause, anticipation or arrival to or before a new section. It
makes more sense to see them before key changes, or large section/ orchestration shifts to show the
transition. Out of the two, key signatures will ALWAYSS get a double bar line before the new key

versus a section change which may get one.

As a minor comment, be careful of your sound fonts, I noticed at times the instruments felt
out of tune. Measure 35 was a distinct moment for this in the F Horns where they sounded sharp
compared to what was written. This said, this may be an issue to only my ears, and I would still

encourage an extra listen to see if you noticed any issues of sound font tuning.



MUSIC

I wanted to mention this word Tessitura. This word describes the properties of every
instrument depending on where they are playing in their range. For example, if you write a C-natural,
third space in the treble clef, in both a Trumpet and French Horn in concert pitch. The French Horn
will be heard more prominently compared to the Trumpet, EVEN THOUGH it is the same pitch! The
F Horn needs to put out more air as they are very high in their range compared to the Trumpet who is
relatively in the center of their range. So, if we now look at your work, and focus on one spot around
mm. 9, we see one of these moments. By the sheer properties of the French horn, it will sound
noticeably louder than your Trumpets, and your second Trumpet more so out of the two. It is in my
opinion that you have written the second Trumpet as a French horn, and I think you should swap the
Horn and Trumpet parts in this section.

I wish to have more time to explain it with some examples, however, I cannot do justice to
the beauty of Tessitura in less than a paragraph. One example I can provide is with the Flutes. A flute
sounds very airy and “whispery” when they play low in their range. It is a quiet sound that needs a
thin texture/ accompaniment to be heard with easy distinction. This is only one example of Tessitura,
and I highly encourage looking into this term and see what it can hold.

To near our end, we can step back and look at the whole of the work where there are a few
spots of ineffective writing. If this work was played live, you will find multiple instruments sound
out of balance compared to what you expect to hear. In terms of musical structure, I would not agree
that it flows well. It feels too forced on a listener and I encourage you to revisit how you use
fermatas as a means of pause and transition. One final suggestion would be to break up the copy and
paste and dance or imitate your themes around the ensemble. We hear a lot of strings and brass over
the entire work versus having moments of development where we can follow a melody morph over
time.

I wish you luck with this work and the next set of works you may create! May these
comments only serve to aid your journey and if you have any questions or concerns about the above

passages, I will do my best to address them. Keep it up!

Sincerely,

[———



