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- PETITE SONATA FOR STRINGS -

String Quartet in A-Major

By Mason Kistler

MOVEMENTS

I. Allegro con espressione
II. Lento ma non troppo, con dolore

III. Presto, con gaudio

ABOUT THE WORK

Petite Sonata for Strings three movement work written by Mason Kistler for the String Quartet. Written
in 2025, this work was created out of an experiment by the composer during a period of slow writing and
few ideas. Exhausted with varying projects, Kistler set out to composer a simple theme and harmonize it
with only his knowledge of music theory. What was created became the second movement of this work:
Lento ma non troppo, con dolore. Originally, it was named “Pavane.” After the success of writing the
second movement, Kistler decided to add a first and third movement to balance out the second. The name

“Petite Sonata” comes from the structure after it was all completed.

Each movement is written in ternary, A-B-A’, form. Similar to a classical sonata, you can expect to see
shortened versions of sonata from: Exposition, Development and Recapitulation. However, considering the
short stature of this work, it is not at the same caliber of a Mozart or Beethoven sonata where you may see

prolonged thematic development or prolonged transitional phrases.

Kistler had this to say on the work: “While fitting of the name ‘Petite’ or ‘Short’ Sonata, I found there
to be a wonderful sense of charm in this work. It feels easy to become attached to one theme, and even
easier to be taken away by the next. My only wish is that those who hear it may also find the sense of joy

I did and to cherish the emotions they feel.”



Duration:

c. 5:00 Minutes



Mason Kistler

String Quartet in A-major

I. Allegro con espressione
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II. Lento ma non troppo, con dolore
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III. Presto, con gaudio

hal

u #

ANIV4

Y A
[ an

hdl [N 3V

[ fan)
2 [Cau-8

u kb

LT

u
Viola
Iﬂ [l

) O &
[

Violin I
Violin II
=t
() WY
o)

yon O - B
Al OO 3Vl
Violoncello
' OO - 2
Al OO - IVl

.«_9




13

]

.
—

_/
—/

e

arco

-l
u
gt
X0l
u #
o LTI

() WY )
(Y J

_—
bl OO - 3V
() WY )
(7 J

[ an

0
bl OO - IV

—

g
4
wm

Sy U #
)




Y

L\

-
u 4
-l

L]

fo

arco
pizz.
pizz.

[
4
wm

#
4
wm

y O - B
Ml OO 3Vl
1)

y O - B
hdl OO 3Vl
Sy U #
Y J

' OO - 2
)t

H 11
[ Hle )
H 1




15

~ ~ IBL)
IBL )
BEL )

gL 18 BL
Gl Hy

LTl
L
il

ATl
bk
s

[

Ay

u #
o LTI

I
() WY )

[

4
wm

#
bl OO - IV

)

[ J

#
)t




y ]

y 2

y 2

y 2

-l
u
gt

[ an

arco
| e |

y
PN

_ﬁ'ﬂl

arco

g
TTTeM:
ﬁdi.
-
~t

X0l
u #
o LTI

¥ 1
hdl [N

I
() WY )

y 2
PN

_ﬁ'ﬂl

|

4
wm

¥ 1
hdl [N

|

Lh
Sy U #

_5'”.

' OO - 2
)t



17

y ]

—

y 2

-l
u
gt

[ an

y
PN

_ﬁ'ﬂl

¥ 1
hdl [N

] i~
] TTTOM
—l.‘i’ .
TTOMe
g
—l.au
N L] ]
1 ~
—l.au
|@ ~
- ax a ==
E= B fi v v B
N ay B = S F v
N oran G
T

i!aua.
Hdl’
ek
(\] ~ g
B\
4|
X |
~y
||
\ i~
B\
||
q i
Bz || A
e x| e
e an




~
=

Ay

\ m TR
0 I q
oA
$-A ®-A
‘A ‘A I|1
A A Al|QL
.> .> T
$A LY
—-d
\ L) NP
_mﬁf
[\ L)) NP
- = = = i 3 -l
B B i va v B
s v = v vd = = = i va v
v N BE B
|

LT

() WY )

[

bl OO - IV

¥ 1

Sy U #

() J
)t

' OO - 2




19

Q)

0 L

=D

LI QNI

|

At

u #
gt

() WY )
_—
)t

[

- End of Score -



