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C-minor Adagio for Piano Quartet

By Mason Kistler
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ABOUT THE WORK

Composed for the 2025 Young Composer's Forum Fall Halloween Competition, a Dance
from the Skeleton Ball is a short work for a small ensemble comprised of violin, viola, cello,
and piano. The piece paints a look into the afterlife, inviting listeners to travel down to the

underworld and find themselves amidst a grand jubilee: The Skeleton Ball.

Set in C-minor, this work is in ternary form (A-B-A') and aims to cast music fit for the
time of Halloween. The inspiration for the work comes from a number of sources, such as
the Nightmare Before Christmas, Mendelssohn piano trios, Mozart concerti and one of my
previous works. For those studying the score, you'll notice a break in the form, akind to

Mozart's K.545 Sonata, where I return the opening theme in F-minor at the start of the recap.

Thank you for taking the time to read and explore my score!



Duration:

c. 5:00 Minutes
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- End of Score -



