[SCORE]

A BALLAL
DEAD

Rondo in D-minor for Piano
and Chamber Orchestra

By Mason Kistler

prl © 2026 Mason Kistler. All Rights Reserved.







- A BALLADE FOR THE DEAD -

2 - Oboes
2 - Clarinets in Bb

2 - Bassoons

2 - Horns in F
2 - Trumpets in C

1 - Bass Trombone

Rondo in D-minor for Chamber Orchestra
by Mason Kistler
Duration: 7:18 Minutes

INSTRUMENTATION

Timpani

Grand Piano

STRINGS
Violins 1 & 2
Violas
Violoncellos
Contrabasses



ABOUT THE PIECE

"A Ballade for the Dead" is a single work for chamber orchestra which is written in a seven-
part rondo form: A-B—A'-C-A-B'-A"—Coda. Written in the key of D-minor, the piece does not follow
a specific storyline, instead, it paints a dramatic and abstract journey through the afterlife. It
explores the agony, dread, and quiet beauty that might be experienced by a soul as they cross over;

whether wandering through Purgatory, facing judgment, or simply drifting beyond.

The overall theme with this piece is weight. The heavy emotions it brings out, the heavy
vibrations one will feel in their chest and the weight of our mortality all become real when listening
to this piece. The rondo’s form serves to keep restating the theme and actively remind us of the
haunting dread death can bring. The exposition of this piece uses the power of the full ensemble to
create scenes that can be best captured by the words of Dante. We present themes full of tension and
mystery, while the development, by contrast, dissolves the orchestra, highlights the piano, and brings
us back to the world of the living. Here, the piano leaves us to reflect on the sorrow and silence we
encounter after losing someone dear. The recap enchants us once more, bringing us back to

experience the Ballade for the Dead.

For those studying the score, I decided to look towards two distinct pieces of music for the style
and orchestration: Felix Mendelssohn’s Op.49 D-minor Piano Trio, and W.A. Mozart’s K.466 Piano
Concerto in D-minor. These pieces are ones I revisit regularly and I find myself in awe at these great

composers that came before me.

Thank you for taking the time to explore this score.

PROGRAM NOTE

A Ballade for the Dead is a several-minute long work for chamber orchestra detailing the concept
of Death. The piece does not follow a specific storyline, instead, it paints a dramatic and abstract
journey through the afterlife. Join the orchestra as they paint the agony, dread, and quiet beauty
that might be experienced by a soul as they cross over; whether wandering through Purgatory,

facing judgment, or simply drifting beyond, they follow this Ballade of Death.
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