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ABOUT THE WORK

Sonata in G-minor has been a work in my collection I have struggled to realize.The original
first movement was made back in April of 2024, while the rest of the sonata was both created and
completed in the summer of 2026. The two years in between these milestones saw an exponential
growth in my skill and after a summer of listening to a large sum of chamber music, I felt inspired
to finish the set and diversify my collection of works. In regard to its creation, it is reminiscent of
both classical and romantic sonatas. In terms of form, it follows classical structures, however, in terms

of musical content, it is romantic.

I. Andantino mesto e cantabile

This movement is the longest of the sonata. Set in sonata-rondo form (A-B-A’-C-A-B’-A”),
it is not a complete one-to-one of a classical first movement. Instead of modulating to the relative
major for the second theme, it modulates to the minor dominant. To add, while expected to have a
repeat of the exposition, I opted to not do so and focus on an extensive development. The character
of this movement is one I am indecisive about. I wrote it based on the idea of turmoil and loss of love,

and as I listen to it, I find myself feeling a sense of anger, impatience, and longing from the music.

II. Largo, affettuoso

The second movement is quite the contrast to the first. Set in ternary form (A-B-A’), this Largo
was inspiried partially by the orchestration from Khachaturian’s “Adagio from Spartacus”. It’s
musical content however, is one I found working at the piano. I decided to take a similar approach
to the melody based on the theme from my piano quintet, “Dear October,” and I believe it have been
effective in execution. The A-sections have a smaller form within them, with it being AABA. In terms
of the character of the movement, it is one about love and each section in the form breifly captures some

of my experiences with finding romance.

III. Allegro, con fuoco

The third, final, and shortest movement of the sonata is one I had a lot of enjoyment writing. Set
in ternary form (A-B-A’), this work proved to be challenging to write due to the tempo. I was indecisive
on certain melodies or accompaniment patterns and [ found myself writing a passage, erasing it, tweaking
the original substance, then scrapping it all together before moving on. Now, at the end, I find myself
feeling a sense of enjoyment for that effort and the overall finished piece. It is partially inspired by
Rachmaninoff’s Trio ¢légiaque No.1 in G minor. His string writing in that work is something I found

myself coming back to again and again.



Mason Kistler
(b. 2002)
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111 Allegro, con fuoco (4. = 120-124)
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