Prelude XXI in B flat major

https://youtu.be/c-p7AdPyFZg

A prelude with three musical ideas and a poem.

[ | H Inspired by Paul Verlaine’s poem “Donc, ce sera par un clair jour
d’été”, the piece conjures images of beauty on a summer day, but

| 1 also of melancholy.

- The first section is an improvisation, introducing the warm key of B-
| flat major. The second Adagio could be a choral and is used to set
o the text to music. The third and longest section is a fugato based on

two subjects, interspersed by further stanzas of the poem.
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Prelude XXI in B flat major

Wieland Handke, August-September 2026
Lyrics by Paul Verlaine, 1844-1896
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