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Performance Notes:

Ontology is designed to be performed in a medium-to-large concert hall where the antiphonal nature of
the music and the resultant sound of the choirs can be optimized. The choirs should be spaced along a
wide arc, equidistant from each other, with the conductor approximately equidistant from each.

Notes with x noteheads are to be audibly aspirated. Passages in male voices notated in treble clef are to
be sung in falsetto.

All extended pitches and breath sounds in the beginning and ending sections should be attacked and
released via slow crescendo and decrescendo, allowing the sound to "move" from choir to choir.

onetoelo°gy: noun: a branch of metaphysics dealing with the nature of being.

Texts: from The Black Riders and Other Lines by Stephen Crane

II XVII

Three little birds in a row There were many who went in huddled procession,
Sat musing. They knew not whither;

A man passed near that place. But, at any rate, success or calamity

Then did the little birds nudge each other. Would attend all in equality.

They said, "He thinks he can sing." There was one who sought a new road.

They threw back their heads to laugh. He went into direful thickets,

With quaint countenances And ultimately he died thus, alone;

They regarded him. But they said he had courage.

They were very curious,
Those three little birds in a row.

XVIII

In heaven,

Some little blades of grass

Stood before God.

"What did you do?"

Then all save one of the little blades
Began eagerly to relate

The merits of their lives.

This one stayed a small way behind,
Ashamed.

Presently, God said,

"And what did you do?"

The little blade answered, "Oh my Lord,
Memory is bitter to me,

For, if I did good deeds,

I know not of them."

Then God, in all His splendor,

Arose from His throne.

"Oh, best little blade of grass!" He said.
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